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EDITEGIRHAT

'ROVIDING that I am not olaimed by the RAF for a few more
weeks, that ARP work doesn't cleim too much of my time in thedark
nights to oome, that the paper ration is not cut down, that there
is e sufficiency of matcrial contributed, that funds for the pub-
1icetion of Zenith are svailable, that someone likes the meg, &nd
providing a1l other provisos that mey arise from present oiroum=
stances, I expeot to infliot the mag on Fandom at intervals of six
weeks, ‘It is my pious hope that thc next issue will be ready dur-
ing the first weok of Ootober. I think I can safely guarantee &
minimm of three issues and for the time being Will not accept
subscrip “tons boyond thet number,

ho neentime, I should be pleased to have your comments on
this 1ssuc, 1% narely fuifils the sperkling spooifiostion given in

Fantest, but still .} The usual ratings (so many points oup
_!'_u Fossible ton) on all items would be very useful in determin-
ing your tastes, so do plemse write,  Ponding your opinions, no

dzfinite editorial policy has boen adopted; personally, I have no
objection to fans eiring their views on anything and everything,
(continued on page 9)
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MR WELLS AND MR HUXLEY

TOHN ¥, BURKE

¥ a rocent article kr .G, Wells, discussing, as usual, the
world of the future that is to be built on the s of the px-ss—
ent system, declared that his ne\# world Nod,d hau no room for
ho oternal optimist, is
w ne pessimice tho poor unforiunate who could see
fio way out of the “Dreve New Wowidb bub suicids, There is little
doubt that he would be equally z")b)lleﬂ at Stanley Weinbaum's
"Naw Adam®, Are we to acoepy Il Welis's optimism as the best way
out Of our troubles, or mist w2 ad: ‘t that Hjxley is right ?
Matever poscibilitiss the future zay hold, there can be
1tete acuvs thas aldeus Hixley's bocks are mioh o
&nd dsTived from everyday life emong  certain clesses of
despite their satirical extravegancs, His highly-
r-) educated intellect ccimlt suloide wita more convioticn
than i Viells's innumerable Little ¥en - the Kippses, the Lewis-
hazs, the Britlings, ead ail thab monotonous family - face up to
14 Fuwley's Gefectists are sensitive; Welle's optimists have
the optimism of stupidity: he insults the clase he is endeavour-
irg o glorify by meking ite representatives in his bocks mere
Tinnets, all turned out in the same moul Ve are  apparently
with the elternative of a ceath oif-infllored besmuse of
ensitivity, or a blind, futile, uneasthejic life that oniy

B

ife,

over-
doss on because the Tace is boo dull to realise its own ugliness,
Scmewhere there must be & conpromise, - If the purpose of

"Brave New World" vas to persucde I
science and take up 1ife on the le
cateh thelx food, it ms t be atsmissed:
rit; T5 e v,
ike that of a somewhat oar:
r’off without the writers - and partist
S non e Holls sannot oxt

cders that they must ' forsake
usizg bove aud arzons to
a was

o e ildous

praies fron the aisce

4 1a posaivle for tho intellectual to compromise,  because

the wolliedhoased man a5 an intelligence that will, 'sooner or

= he i3 wrong and must make some adjustments; but

e T Wellats  puny herees, stuck in their rut, there is no

compromise or eltsrztion possible, They heve dogged determinat-
ion 7 sey, rather, stwubora imcorprehension. They have not

snte‘ugew» t b re change, even if they could

t is.
o hod cot ar the innumerable pages
the books of 15 cen bs made useful; ‘l:ey are ideal
reterial for dictators to shepe into autcmatons, |2
so potential helpers for the thinkers of the Wcr].ﬂ The Hux:
philosopher, wild as ho may be ot times, is trping to find
way cut by Tittacking the more obvious faults in "he worla,
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he is left with something that will stand up to his attacks and
thus provide a satisfactory !“=i for reconstruction, In  the
YoTk 1 0f Teconstruotion he'neels lehour, ard here is where the
Wellsien legions come j t M ¥ialil fereava his happy dreams
of a atorian Utopia pec']ed with roplicas of Mr Polly, One
hopes tkat all those ¢
of en euthor's imegination;
of the V‘(‘lld is )x‘ * hende, thﬂh let us sit down end weep,
The Wellsie t will yeu 1%, but no opportuntty
%o see tne beausy chere may be 1s fe;  the Huxleyan  possinist
will sce all the potentiall ¢, unfathomably
feir", but realise thut in tho o, oueh vzass meteiialisa he
will never have an or e those pctentialities
the plocding, unembiticus life,

liey tre 1eal, end if the future

Y
g
S
.
5
5
3
¥

ity stodziness of his optimistio
A.nm Worla if there ia Mg place” for Mr Huxley's analytical
sati:

DEMONSTRATION

By MAURICE K, HANSON

Tm teacher looked grimly at his class, Inside himself he
laughed,

e subject of our studies now", he said, "is death",
auced,
VLf,Cipcs tum you into sane, responsible oitizens if you
Li-eduensed, You have studied 1ife and lving tin nes et
nd dead v“]rg~. A kna\ﬂzn;’) of
le distertion of truth,
e bv:Lc rocesses of 1if -
vrete and reproduce. Now

o

is back was turiied Lo the class as he moved over to the de-
monstration bench. The students were silent; his discipline was
good

One thing I must impress upon you., There is nothing dis-
tasteful about death, It is part of a logiwal sequence., Life -
death, 1ife - death, life - dsath, It is hot to be avoided, IT
the inta*ests of the community demand your death you must dien,

He cproned a drawer in Zue desk and took cut a revolver,
e studied the hi edusation and you know that
our educational system is the best, the rinest, the most powerful
'\1& product: the world has ever l' nown, It Vlill not be improved,
it is perfect. You knoy that it 1o based upon ome simple prin
ciple, on one word, Expericace. ‘Live and learn! our forefathers
2al 1 1 tne  cwentieth century: ‘live to learn' we say in the
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twenty-rirstn,

s grim eyes wandered speculatively over the olass 8 he
began to load the revolver,

;And so today, for the bemefit of the State, one of us will
Sxperience death, e is the fortunate one Who Wily jeemn smast ;

have [0t much time before tho end of ~the lessen and it thene
§hould be any amopg you Who fear death I mist ask them to step gup
in front of the class immediatelym,

No-one moved.

"Good, YOUr hypno-psychological training is such ‘that you
could not iie; even if you wis will now procedd with the
demonstration. iatoh well how death takes the place of 1ifen.

he laughed inside himself for the sheor joy of the
moment.  Carefully he placed the Tevolver to his hesd, pressed thy
trigger and died.

Qutside a bell rang softly, The olass rose and filed out,
School was over for the day.

END OF THE CRUSADE

Wisdom and war, seid Merlyn,
And never the twain shall meet,
But once in a generation
Savage the war-drums beat,
And then, drawing dole, I meet
You stending in the street,

Squeeze the orange, said Helifax,
Until even tho pips must squeak,

Not knowing a law of dynamics
Which makes strength out of the weak,
There are othor pips now that squeak.,
Blessed ere tho meek !

This is your world, said Wells,
¢ future is yours, as the past
Crumbles away in its spells -
The magician enraptured at lest,
Learn from the arrogant past,
With youth es your fleg at the mast,

C:S. YoUp
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THE REPRINT RACKE

By TED CARNELL

HERE'S going to be plenty of opposition to this article, I
can feel the ozone burning fcre the darn thing's written,
but it may give some of you "lifers an opportunity of turning 5

s

rected at the heads of the roade
long been pushed around by the old-timors like a ghost in a thic
fog.

Mild, gentle, harmless reader -- don't lot 'em fool you with
their droolings of "classic’ stf stories of the past, Don't let
these lettors in the Casbag Section of the prozines, reving about
"The Skylark of Delirium" end other ‘great' stories, turn your
head end meke you think that stf died about 1935, Don't, becouss
the dopes vworship at the shrinc of Grendfether HGW, tiink that
there haven't been any new ideas, You're boing kidded along by &
set of fossilised grannios who haven't changod with nes —-
yet the secret embition of these guys 1s to become eutiors !

Teke a look at some of the reprinted "olassios" of recent
years, now running in the Munsey megs. You - and you - newcomers
since’ 1938; can you honestly say that they bog you down with
their masterfulness ? That compared with the epics of 1924 and
1924, today's storics are senile ? I doubt it very muoh, ou
Probably think the same as I do, That those earlicr stories were
oxceptionally good, considering how stf wes in its infancy, but
tlat they scem just - well, a little old-fashioned in style,
Toat 15, the wrising technigde, oot the plots which the mester:

Rints evolvad.

e is & grent gap botweon tho storics and style of ten
years ack and tho. prossntoday equivalont, and it 15 this aap
thet is the stumbling block to a better undorsta
vancoment of stf,  Probebly tho greater majority o
fens haven't reaiisod that there hes beon moh of a chango,
Stories still deel with Space and Time and tho host of other
intorplanctary adventures end invontions used o docadc ago. | Put
firstly, tho ag tochnique hoo eltered enormously since Mor-
I aned WIho 1ioon Fool" = comparc nis 1iterary etylo as tha
written, with say, ven Vogt's "Slan". Secondly, thosc interplan-
ctary adventures and ideas have been writton about so long and
pften that they are elmost second naturo to us now, It would be
useless to give us a graphic description of the first take-off
Sron Baxth on & Tound-thormoon Sip.

The greatest fenlt with thoso older stories is that thoir
plots did not werrant tho length to which the storios woro writ-
ten. The stories werc over balanced - top-heavy with exccss ve
fege, Merritt, in particular, over-wrote all his lengthy storios.
At times, thore axo whcls colums of so-celled Iiluninating dos-
criptive matbor which sl e stories down, and the roador finds
at he is wading thru pumgrﬂphs flooded with words irrelevant
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to the action on hand
In oday's stories, Amsvicen streemlined writing calls for
Ahetion, the cancellation’of supsrfluous wordege {at o many conts
3 word), and concise cxpienalions of any sclences involved - no
tae long-winded variety as proviously “doped up. This is the
oint ¥hich brings classics to the fore - the adnorents to the
past eannct beer the r i g, and they clamp dou
e story thas is rated as exceriionally good, [f Smith’s
o%%o Pebrol! and "Gray Lonwma beon published six ot
seven years ago, fhey wou'l hav
b and the a:.u‘e ‘Skylark

heights, If you haven't road the "Skylar'(" Serios

lic
yot_but £e: an opportunity late: on, you'll be very disappointed
in thep. a

ars but milestones eiong the roa

brihgs.me to the ftitle of this article and to oy con-
2% the reprinting of the nidor stories is nothing more
iot for pudblishers to make a rake-off without & very
ad,  The Munsay mags - ADVINTURES and NOVELS as they

high oves
wezs unt

mit that, ap-v-n the compatition d"aps aic
aTter those o have. becn limihaces; The vast uajority of votors
on that poll sexs ardens fans, many of then long-term reeders, Bo
thet as it may, those earlier stories were good, and still are,
providing comamson with modern yarns Isn't brought into play.
Therefore, tho reprints nonorably earn third plsce as  the
©ost stories, you'll say, I'll agroe with you there, but the dd
ARGOSY hasn't sufficient good stf yarns to be able to meke & To-
print st mag - they heve to inmclude weird, famtasy and horro»
tovies to rnl out fho pages. - Doesnrt it’strike you es strancs,
ger Suoms to be.having such & 1ot 2 trouble
s (now fused as one, I be . Despite
ned to pey out very luﬂc in auuho"‘s' Tees
zine oo bon movs orratic in price, publication ¢
t 1 nv the geere

£, donm:
e Lo puli 1

e
Trom the funs. Tho g
into nigher olroulation fighivd
The exceptionally good stories neve ell fellen at times when
there have been"highs" in stf : 1928-B%; believe it
o7 niot, fxom 1940 4p to tho presence Tedryre seiries mey rats as
"classics® in another fivs yoars or more, bub I hope new raders
then won't be fooled into believing that 12 Wors huving super-
7ies in 1941,  Such storiss as his Goes On..."
\'r‘ "al Blackout", "The, i%ars Lok Dowm"
A and weittén about then &3 we iod
“Hio Gomsia 0%, MSkylask ot Vasarert
"Rebirth® ;'J»Ey. Or of eariier sto:
ad mumerous others of the 1928-32 ora.
2o - don't let them fool you. Seience fiction is as goﬂd to-
day as it ever was, probably far botter, owin: to the rise
iterary standard, The war has shekon the publishing world qq
Soth here and in America, end it will probably be s
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But we don't heve to go back

s s our sc

THOUGHTS OF THE GREAT...

Tdwerd Garnett's exccllent book of coriticism, " Fridey
Nights", therc is one chapter, written in 1914, in which he refers
o the #ine e P2 or an art of sensation-
o', £1ding a footnote

& undor perfectly uhhoardsof conditions;
0, ucnder unselfish, , , Beatrice's abduction,
¢ glont gorilla, tho air-ship wreck, tho thrii-
gainst o hordo of helf-animel saveges, the
building up of o now world and a 1 listio civilisetion
on the ruins cf a blasted planet bUt suggest :Ee Possi

ities of &

inmert of this big romunu«.,' and so on"

EDITORTAL. . . continued

Indoed, 1 ohould weloone digoussion aud ot the sugeostion of Sen
Youd hav series of articles on the Future of Civilisat-
ton, (on The aaa ttedly optinistio assumption thet it has a future),
just to get things warnod up, Contributions to this series are
invited and should avtempt to trace presont trends and determine
the position that the arts, scisnce and religion will assume in
the world of tonorrow, A sorrcspondonce section will be included
in the noxt issuc, wnich will be enlarged slightly to accommodate
this foature , .

Wnilst I ‘have some good material on hand, articles,  short
stories, versc, drewings and evon suggestions ere welcomed for use
in future issucs, I hope some of tho fang in the States will teke
tho himt - T01b urn woys bo glad £o heer from them,  And to  those
Agerionn  fons wixo ore tompied 9 toke out a subsoription to tho
nag night whispe: fanmegs arc most ac-
ocpcama 88 payoo

o to think thoso fons who havo
hslpcd 1n $ho =1 partiouler Mike Rosenblam
and Dot ¥

ol hi 1 n

icns for kindly sonding elon i

o 111-hoelsh foroed hin %o rclinquish the pablivation of
e fenorg,

HET

issue... PELICAN ISLAND” by

~.. Marion F Eadié




THE FUTURE OF CIVIL
ARTICLE 1 - The Town of Tomorrow

"lfe cennot build a good town while we hate the town, while we
degrade it by regarding it only &s a workshop from which %o escape
as often as possible, &s a merc place of amsement or  commerce,
Dever as & home. The good town, therefore, must exist as an idea
before it can be created s a fact, For it is more than & mere
paterial fact, fer morc than an cconomic organisstion, Tt is alse,
end porheps prineipally, an attitude of mind, The good town will
mever be built until poople again believe in tho possibility of
ito boing built, Thab bolief, after a hundrod years of tho worst
kind of town building, may bo'diffioult to achicve,  But upon its
achiovemont rests all the hope of the future",

Thomes Sharp in Town Planning.
90 0coaa

TH the advent of tho Industrial Revolution, social wolfaro
became & subsidiary factor in the orgenisetion of production - the
guentity and quelity of that produced wes more irphrtemt than the
life thet production involved, As & oconsequence of the feverish
industrial ectivity of the last century, we have the oppressive
congestion and absence of amenity in modern towns, tho dismal rows
of slums end cercloss intermingling of erim and griny factories,
Teilvey yards and gasometers with shops and houses, = It is' nob
gurprising that town dwellers should seek to eS0ape” from those
1

cel disorder of ribbon development, Valuable sgrioultural land
end beauty spots aro romorsclessly absorbed; time, money and trafe
fio space aro wasted on suburben travel end thoseutortunatos
forecd to romain in tho town find the roel countryside  slipping
further out of their reach every day, Those living in tho suburbs

a1 contect wibh the social ex-
s, shops, theatros, music and art

em presented by our archeic towns, It has been suge

gestod that the concopt of suburbs be carried to its logical con-
clusion to bring about the “disurbanisation of the towns and urbw
enisetion of the country", Such an absolute decontralisation and
dispersion of urben districts e rospects desirable, but
510 It might be pos-

sible if we werc an egricultural community; but we ore mainly de-
pendent on an industry based on mass production which demands the
concentration of the workers at specific points, This complete
union of town and eountry would only socontuate the cconomic and
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ISATION

& WA Tocher 4l
sociel disedventages of o be run effic-
iently under such conditions.

It would seenm thet, despito such superficislly sttractive al-

to make them heelthy and officicnt, we cen put en ond to the urbe

weerisone trevel end drab surroundings, Though in contact With
the cxeitements thet only urben life can produce, tho citizen can
only eppreciato thom to tho full if the complemontery pleasures of
the countryside erc reedily accessible from £ll parts of the town,
This meens that the old towns must grow smallor and more compact,
and must have far more open spacos and green belts in them, Those
of our architootural bosutios and historicel rolies which do mot
soriously intorforo with tho proper growth of netionel life will,
of course, be preserved.
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1> heve the towns compect and et the seme time provide plenty
of open ground cen only be schieved through height end obviously
cells for flats or skyscrepers,  Both types of dwelling heve been
used in the wrong wey; the mention of flats usually evokes visions
o1 gl rement buildings - of skyserapers, the ravine-
s business quarte But the proper use

of flat: ¢ is not nec 17 to crowd more people
into a1 but to preserve most of that space &s open

in e certain erea, nine out of every ten houses are
built on top o: tenth, then no more people have been crowded

nity,
heart of & tovn boing the busicst place, but obviously a town conw
tre is the most imprectical placo for treffic ocongostion.  The
residentiel snd civie buildings might teke the form of a  seatral
group with the business ereas end main highweys forming en outer
Ting, o transforring the town 'contro' to 4ts borders and romove
ing any possibility of treffic congestion.

The primary consideration in pleaning the ccntral region is
o get as much sun end air into the buildings as possible. So far
es flets erc concernod, the oourtyard prineiple is unsulted to our
climete; we nood the bonefit of the meximun amount of sunlight end
the best arrengement to ensurc this is to plece the flats in lines
running roughly from north to south with, sey, a 20 degroe light
engle.  Thus onc face of every flat rooeives the bencfit of  the
sun during the morning end the other fece is sunlit during the
eftornoon.  The smell houses will bo arrenged in ordered  groups,

n ihe semo lines, around the lerge cpertment and civie buildings,
conbining vaTicty nity,

The towns should be dssignod for beeuty es well as convenlence;
therc should be no nccossity to rosort to e bogus 'modornistic!
style or imitate some architccturel style of the past. The nowly
evolved technigue using steel end forro-concrete hes produced &
nov ecsthotic of expressive massings end plain, olesn lines.  The
redical innovation of suspending floors from a steel skeleton dis-
poses of tho nced to pile up masonry to support the welght of a
structdre, Woight-bcaring walls oen be replaced by an outer wall
thet is no more than o protective skin, that can be glezed contin-
uously without structural interruption if needs b,

118t not en immediate likelihood, it does 5 e ¢ m probable
that in the not-too-distent future, groat blocks of apartment
buildings will supcrsedc the house es & home in the mein cities.
Most of thc continentel rohousing schemes have resulted in tho ere
cotion of improssive blocks of flats; in this country, the flet
colonies arising from the sites of demolished slums are symbolic
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Of fy new era,  These flats are more than mere dwellings - they
are miniature towns housing thousands, with their own  shops,
sohools, amisement,welfarc and reoreation centres, communal halls,
librarios and gardens., Similarly, in the more distant future, the
"town" will be concentrated into one huge building -- Olaf Staple-
don draws & pioture of such a development in the chapter "An
icanised Planet" in his book Last and First len, Each "town" will

13
]
g
?

8,
the pinnacle of the structure will be platforms for the useof
comriercial and privete acrial traffic; rosidential floors will oc-
oupy the mid-portion while business offices,- shops, theatres and
8o forth, will be placed on the lowor floors,

These gigantiv columns will be spacod over the country, bes
tween industrial and sgricultural arces,parkland and wild reserve,
A systen of Zrond thoroughfarcs and speedy monorail transport will
link up the"towns", while mails and heavy freight will be sent by
pneuretio underground tubes, 5

However, while it it intcrosting to speculate in this manner,
we must not lose sight of the fact that prescnt-dey science and
technology have provided us with the mcans of restoring order to
our out-og-date towns - of transforming them into places planned
for beauty and efficiency, for cleanliness and comfort, We éhould
seize that opportunity . . . —

HET

thet the next issie of ZAERINITE

1s due out the first week in October !

Look out for their
contributions:
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